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Kathleen Ramsay

From: George OBrien <gdobjob@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2015 3:07 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: Tunnel problems

Kathleen, 

Given the impasse on reconstructing the railroad tunnel, I wonder if it would be possible to consider a very 
different solution. What if one were to close the street that connects S. Pleasant Street to Main ( from the Town 
Hall Theater to the new Edgewater Gallery). With the new bridge that passage seems less important. Traffic 
continuing on Route 7 swings around the green in front of the Inn. Traffic from Route 7 into downtown turns 
off at the Congregational Church. The main use of the connect from S. Pleasant to Main would seem to be 
traffic with business on that short street or someone seeking parking.  

I assume that part of the problem of the proposed tunnel is the need to construct a roadway above that supports 
vehicular traffic including trucks. If the street were confined to pedestrian traffic, it would seem that the 
additional clearance could be affected by raising the distance from the present track to a bridge capable of 
supporting pedestrian traffic. I have no idea what the height tolerances for the trains would be. It is possible that 
they would prohibit a "lighter" solution. If the street were a pedestrian mall, one might even consider some 
minor elevation for the "bridge" section – something that would be impossible for a vehicular thoroughfare. 

It would not be necessary to dedicate the entire current street to pedestrians. The upper and lower halves of the 
current street on either side of the "bridge" over the track could be reconfigured for some attractive parking 
spaces. 

I suspect that any such solution might also involve reconfiguration and perhaps some traffic signals at the 
junction of Route 7 and Main Street. 

This may be an impossible or simply "wacko" but I think that the town has a terrible problem if the tunnel 
proposal is carried forward– and a terrible problem if it is not! 

Dennis O’Brien 


